
From http://www.hatchpubliclibrary.org/index.html, click the menu item “Library Catalog” on the left hand 
side 

 
 
This will take you to the WrlsWeb Book Catalog 
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When searching, you need to 
understand what you are searching for. 
Are you looking for a subject to read 
about? Do you vaguely recall a title 
you’re looking for? What about a 
favorite author? 
 
Each of these is a different search. 
Title Keyword : this search examines the 
title of each book, and tries to match it 
with one of your keyword terms. 
Author Browse: This search takes the 
last name, and then the first name. It 
then searches for them through the 
names of all the authors contained in the 
library system.  
Subject Keyword: Do you have a conversation topic you’d like to read up on? The term used when 
verbally discussing things is “topic”, and when searching it’s the “Subject”. Enter a term in here, and you’ll 
get a list of books that have anything to do with your keywords.  
 
There are other fields on the searches webpage, but they require a better understanding of both the system 
and what you are searching for. 
 
To begin, we’re going to pick a search term; “Spider”; 
Enter “Spider” in the “Title Keyword” field.  
Click the arrow circled in orange & a search should be displayed. 



Browsing through the results, you’ll find a lot of books with “Spider” in the title, or that have to do directly 
with spiders. You’ll see a lot of “Spider-man” comics.  
 
Now, return to the basic search. Click the link “Basic Search” near the top, in the middle of the page. 
Enter “Spider” in the “Subject Keyword” field. 
Click the arrow circled in orange & a search should be displayed. 
 
Browsing through these titles returned, notice that while it’s still predominantly “Spider-man”, the books are 
slightly different. 
Around the 45th book, you’ll see a book, “Black Widows” by Peter Murray. 
This is a book without “Spider” in the title, but it’s definitely about the spider we call “Black Widow”. 
 
This is the difference between “Subject” and “Title” 
A title search will return information based on the titles of books & the dust jacket cover. 
A “Subject” search will return information based on what the book is about. 
 
While these two searches can and will overlap some information, each one will return slightly different info. 
 
Try searching for “pizza”  
 
Under “Subject Keyword” you’ll get all sorts of books – some on baking pizza, some on fictional stories 
about the pizza industry. 
 
Under “Title Keyword” you’ll get even more books, including a philosophy book with a chapter titled “Be 
cool to the pizza dude”  
 
One way to narrow a search is to introduce an extra search term. 
Search for “Spider brown recluse”, first as a title keyword, and then as a subject keyword. 
The subject keyword search will return 2 spider books about Brown Recluse spiders specifically. 
The title search returns 2 books, each of which only make passing mention about brown recluse spiders. 
 
In general, you’ll use subject keywords for topics of conversation 
And you’ll use title keywords for book titles 
 
The author browse is relatively simple. It’s very particular, and tries to help if you make a spelling mistake 
by offering strange alternatives. 
It takes the last name of an author, a comma and then the first name. 
It’ll return a list of authors that resemble the last name & first name you typed in 
 
Big search engines online, like http://www.google.com work mainly through subject keyword searches. 
Wrlsweb library catalog searches are very refined searches with many options. 
A google search is much easier; there is no title, no author search. 
Everything is merely a “subject keyword” 
This would be a nightmare in a library system, but for cataloguing the internet, subject keywords are quite 
sufficient. 
 
Go to http://www.google.com & enter in “Spider” for a search term. (Type “Spider” in the text field & click 
“Google Search”) 
You will get quite a few links back on spiders; the highest one in the list will be a page on Spiders from 
http://en.Wikipedia.org   
 
For a challenge, find an article and a picture of a spider that looks like bird excrement. 
You can do this by entering in the three terms in a google search, “spider bird excrement.”  



You may need to change some terms. 
Often when searching you need to understand what you are searching for and try swapping different words 
in. 
To find a spider that looks like bird excrement, you may need to change a term; Birds may also be called 
avians; excrement can be called many different things.  
 
Good luck finding the spider! 
 
So whenever you are in doubt, swap the search terms with other familiar terms. 
Searching for a topic of cooking? 
Italian Cooking, Italian Cookery, Italian Recipe, Italian Food. 
These four word pairs mean almost the same thing, and each will return slightly different results in a search. 
 
That covers the basics of searching. 
Many catalogue websites have a search of one type or another 
Google searches the web 
Wrlsweb’s catalogue searches the libraries in the wrlsweb system 
http://en.wikipedia.org has a search bar for searching itself. 
 
Understand what you are searching for, and the system you are searching on, and rarely will you be defeated 
in finding what you are looking for.  


